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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR DEPARTMENT CONTACTS
By: Julie Wilbers 

H I G H L I G H T I N G  M I L A :

OIS would like to highlight individual department contacts who have proven
to be exceptional partners when working with our office. Ms. Lyudmila
Grinshpan, “Mila”, is a Senior Research Coordinator in the Department of
Cellular and Integrative Physiology. She attends all OIS workshops, submits
thorough packets to us in a timely manner, communicates any changes and
updates to advisors, and attends on-campus events hosted by OIS, including
the “Chew on This” series. She provides feedback on improving processes and
is a positive and hard-working individual.  We are grateful for the opportunity
to work with her and her department, and we cannot do our work without
the assistance of our department liaisons. Mila can relate to many of our
international visitors, as she herself is a foreign born naturalized American
citizen. Please read her story below and assist OIS with thanking her for her
contributions! 
 
 

 
 
“When I first come to U.S., I did not speak, read or write any English. I did take English as a foreign language from
the second grade in elementary school through my third year in the university. But it did not stick. I could not see a
practical use for it.  I lived most of my life in the USSR, behind the Iron Curtain, if you know what it was. Not even in
my wildest dreams could I imagine going abroad as a tourist, let alone moving to a different country!
 
For me San Antonio was as far as the moon! But I did know about it. I learned about San Antonio from a book. I
read it when I was a child (in translation, of course) and it made a strong impression on me. I still like it. The book
was pretty popular when I was a kid. It is kind of a love story- adventure- murder mystery all rolled into one and
called “The Headless Horseman: A Strange Tale of Texas” by Captain Thomas Mayne Reid. The story takes place in
South Texas, about 75-80 miles from here. When the main character was put on trial for murder, which he had not
committed, a circuit judge came from the nearest big city, San Antonio. 
 
But now, here I am, and I keep learning English even after 26 years that I have lived in the country. I think English is
a fascinating language. Having said that, I am doing my best not to lose my native language. I keep reading,
watching movies, writing letters, and tutoring Russian.” ~ Mila Grinshpan

OIS has procured Terra Dotta software to assist us with monitoring immigration
compliance and tracking of all international visitors. This system will allow us to
import data from other University systems, accept departmental visa packet
submissions electronically, communicate efficiently with our international
population and department contacts, among other features. We will be
spending the next three months focusing on software planning and
implementation, and therefore, may have slower processing times than usual. 
 
Please ensure early packet submission and sufficient time for your international
visitors to prepare for arrival. We will have more information coming soon,
including trainings on software use, once we are close to releasing the software. 
 

For news and events – visit our
OIS website! 

Software is Coming! 

https://wp.uthscsa.edu/ois/news-events/


The institution has suspended all international business travel is until further notice with a review scheduled every
30 days. Any exceptions to this suspension must be reviewed through the President’s office.

In addition, all incoming (visiting) international travel for learners and visitors is suspended until further notice. OIS
is in the process of notifying any international visitors (those who are not U.S. permanent residents or U.S. citizens)
for whom we have issued visa documents and who are located outside the U.S., that they should not enter the
country until after this prohibition has been lifted. We will work with those departments to amend program start
dates so that they can enter the U.S. in the future once the situation has stabilized.

Institutional leadership is encouraging all University community members to seriously scrutinize personal travel
plans, whether international or domestic, and he strongly discourages travel to locations where there is an
identified risk. If you have international visitors with upcoming international travel plans, please direct them to our
office so that we can discuss the potential risk with them and refer them to appropriate resources, as needed.

You have likely been digesting a significant amount of information related to the spread of the Novel Coronavirus
(COVID-19), including the email we sent out on February 3, 2020. Recently, on March 5th and 6th, President Henrich
sent emails to the University community with new guidelines for moving forward.
 

 

 

 
If you have an international visitor from a heavily impacted country whose program is ending in the near future and
you are willing to continue sponsorship of that individual, we will work with your department to extend the program.
 
OIS can continue to assist your department with sponsoring individuals already in the U.S. who are currently
maintaining a valid visa status. In addition, we will continue to accept packets to sponsor individuals located outside
the U.S., but we will include start dates no earlier than July 1st. They will be unable to enter the U.S. until after the
prohibition has been lifted by the University. Please contact international@uthscsa.edu with questions.
 
As you are aware, this is a dynamic and rapidly changing situation. For more information, please visit: NAFSA
Coronavirus  or the CDC Coronavirus. You can also contact covid-19@uthscsa.edu with any questions. 
 

 

COVID-19: How the Coronavirus Impacts Us

https://www.nafsa.org/regulatory-information/coronavirus-critical-resources


J-1 Research Scholar Workshop: Monday, March 23rd from 10am-11:30am (not for ECFMG J-1 clinical trainees)

Permanent Residency Workshop: Thursday, April 9th from 1-2:30pm in ALTC 2.219

As mentioned in previous newsletters, emails, Outlook calendar invitations, and in multiple meetings, OIS now
requires all department contacts who submit visa paperwork to our office to attend our visa workshops. We cover a
lot of content, review best practices, and answer frequently asked questions, which ultimately reduces processing
times, error, and inefficiencies. There is a lot at stake when complying with immigration requirements, and hence it is
imperative for our liaisons to know what is expected of them and their departments. 
 
Our department contacts receive calendar invites from our office and we offer a workshop each Spring, Summer, and
Fall semester for each visa category. You must attend a workshop before submitting packets on behalf of your
department to our office. If you have a new department contact who will be working with OIS, make sure to let us
know so that we can include him/her on our distribution list and send invitations for the workshops. 
 
Please see below the upcoming workshops this semester:
 

 

The expanded ban became effective at 12:01 a.m. (EST) on February 21, 2020.

The ban contains restrictions on immigrants but not on nonimmigrants, so it will not impact acquisition of
nonimmigrant visas like F-1 student, J-1 exchange visitor, H-1B worker, etc., or of admission to the United States in
those categories. (Immigrant status means those who are here as U.S. permanent residents, or green card holders)

 

 

 
This will have limited immediate impact on our international population at this time. If you, or any current or
prospective international visitors, have questions about this travel ban, or previous versions thereof, please direct
them to our office. For more information and updates, visit NAFSA’s travel ban page.

Emphasizing Mandatory OIS Workshops

Expansion of Travel Ban:

The six countries added to the existing travel ban
are: Eritrea, Kyrgyzstan, Myanmar, Nigeria, Sudan,
and Tanzania. 

In a January 31, 2020, Presidential Proclamation, the
Trump administration expanded its travel ban to place
visa and entry restrictions on travelers from six
additional countries. 
 
What You Need to Know:

https://wp.uthscsa.edu/ois/about-us/
https://www.nafsa.org/professional-resources/browse-by-interest/executive-order-travel-ban-nafsa-resources


Julie Wilbers, Director of International Services, and Chris
Fuglestad, Education Abroad Coordinator, along with
Anesthesiology faculty members Dr. Ben Wallisch and Dr. Samir
Patel, and nursing faculty member Dr. Heidi Worabo, spent a
week in February in Namibia exploring the potential for UT
Health San Antonio collaboration with the University of
Namibia. 
 
As a result of the Sister City Relationship the City of San Antonio
has with Windhoek, Namibia, President Henrich signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Namibian
Ministry of Health and Human Services in 2015 and an MOU with
the University of Namibia in 2019. The connections San Antonio
has been establishing with the city of Windhoek, the UTHSA
student and faculty interest in visiting Namibia, along with the
opportunities related to the newly established UNAM medical
campus in 2009 provide potential for institute wide
collaboration. 
 
OIS is continuing to work with Namibian partners, along with
UTHSA faculty and staff, to develop a sustainable partnership
that spans multiple schools and programs. This will likely
include a student trip next year accompanied by University
faculty to observe medical practices and classrooms, engage
with Namibian culture, and experience operating in a new
environment. For more information, please contact Chris
Fuglestad, Education Abroad Coordinator,
at abroad@uthscsa.edu.  
 
 

University of Namibia: 
Potential for University-Wide Collaboration

http://www.unam.edu.na/
https://www.sanantonio.gov/IRO/Official-Global-Relationships/Sister-Cities


New Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and
Department of State (DOS) public charge regulations were
originally scheduled to go into effect on October 15, 2019. A
preliminary injunction issued by the U.S District Court for
the Southern District of New York and other district courts
halted enforcement of the DHS rule. On January 27, 2020
and February 21, 2020, however, the U.S. Supreme Court
lifted the injunctions, allowing DHS to enforce its rule
nationwide. Both USCIS and DOS announced that they
implemented new rules on February 24, 2020.
 
 
 
 

 
The new rules require DHS and DOS to consider the totality of the circumstances and make a prospective, forward-
looking determination of whether applicants for an immigrant or nonimmigrant visa, applicants for admission to the
United States, and applicants for adjustment of status to lawful permanent residence are likely to become a public
charge "at any time" in the future. The DHS regulation also introduces a related (but different) public benefits condition
for change of status (COS) and extension of stay (EOS) nonimmigrant applicants, who will have to demonstrate that
"since obtaining the nonimmigrant status" they seek to extend or change, until the date USCIS adjudicates the COS or
EOS application, they have not received one or more of the listed public benefits over the designated duration
threshold."
 
DHS and DOS will generally only consider public benefits received on or after February 24, 2020 for petitions or
applications postmarked on or after that date.
 
The Office of International Services will continue to assess the level of impact this new rule will have on our international
population. For those submitting H-1B packets, keep in mind that the H-1B beneficiaries will have to complete a public
charge form in most cases. You can locate the new form on the OIS SharePoint site. This is a complex issue and any
questions should be directed to our office or a qualified immigration attorney. For more information, please visit:
NAFSA Public Charge.

Final Rules on Public Charge Determinations:

https://www.uscis.gov/news/all-news/dhs-implements-inadmissibility-public-charge-grounds-final-rule
https://www.uscis.gov/news/all-news/dhs-implements-inadmissibility-public-charge-grounds-final-rule
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/10/11/2019-22399/visas-ineligibility-based-on-public-charge-grounds
https://uthealthsa.sharepoint.com/Pages/Home.aspx
https://wp.uthscsa.edu/ois/immigration/immigration-attorneys/
https://www.nafsa.org/regulatory-information/final-rules-public-charge-determinations

